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Tura New Music Presents







Five Elements: North and West Tour

24th August – 9th September  2010

Darwin, Kununurra, Broome, Beagle Bay, One Arm Point, Djarindjin/Lombadina, Perth

Five Elements:  North and West  Tour follows in the tracks of seven Tours by Tura to the Northern Australia in the past 7 years including the Crossing Roper Bar Tour in 2008 and the Delicious Music Tour in 2009. 

Tura New Music will tour this fantastic collaboration between South Indian Mridangam (Percussion) player Guru Kaaraikkudi Mani with Indian Flautist B V Balasai and Bharatanyatam dancer Rajeswari Sainath, Australian artists Adrian Sherriff  (Trombone/shakuhachi), Alister Spence (Keyboards) and Sandy Evans (Saxophones) across Northern and Western Australia completing the tour in Perth.
For the first time this ongoing collaboration will include Indigenous didjeridu player Amos Roach making a full ensemble of seven artists.
Five Elements, conceived by Musical Director Adrian Sherriff, is an exchange of musical and dramatic ideas between different cultures and traditions, blending music and dance. The rhythmic intricacies and improvising practices that reside at the core of the South Indian Carnatic, Western classical & jazz and Indigenous Australian traditions are revealed in the virtuosic splendour.
Adrian Sherriff comments: “After performing with the members of this company to audiences around the world, it is a wonderful opportunity and a great privilege to be able to share this program with audiences from and in landscapes of such beauty and power.”
Five Elements  is a powerfully intoxicating blend of music, and dance. Audiences throughout the world have been swept away by the performances, marvelling at the dynamic and breathtaking musical virtuosity displayed. 

“Stunning, nothing short of spectacular." Daily Telegraph, Australia.

Public concerts, schools presentations and workshops and recordings for national and international broadcast will see the tour have significant community benefit beyond the completion of the tour.
“Carrying forward our many relationships with many communities this vibrant collaboration is one not to missed and brings a rare opportunity to see these masters creating together”, says Tura Artistic Director, Tos Mahoney.
This multicultural project will take international quality innovative work with broad appeal to regional and remote areas across Northern and Western Australia, opening at the Darwin Festival on Thurs 26th August at the Festival Lighthouse venue and culminates in a concert at the Perth Concert Hall on Thurs 9th September.
The  Five Elements Tour Principal Sponsor is Total E&P Australia  
The  Five Elements Tour  is also sponsored by Healthway, promoting the “Respect Yourself, Respect Your Culture” message, Pinctada Hotels and Resorts, APRA, The City of Perth, GWN and Airnorth.
Tura New Music s annual program is supported by the Government of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with Lotterywest, and the Australian Government through the Music Board of the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body.
The  Five Elements Tour is supported by Darwin Festival, Perth Concert Hall, Kulcha, Luna Palace Cinemas.

Contact: Tos Mahoney, Artistic Director, Tura New Music.  tosm@tura.com.au  0412 779 807
Tura New Music presents The Five Elements Tour 2010

Itinerary/Schedule
5

	Time
	Date
	Activity
	Venue
	City/Town
	Ticketing Information

	12 pm
	Wed 25th Aug


	Artist Talk
	NT Library –Parliament House
	Darwin
	www.darwinfestival.org.au

	9.15 pm
	Thurs 26th Aug


	Public Concert
	Darwin Festival -The Lighthouse
	Darwin
	www.darwinfestival.org.au

	1 pm
	Fri 27th Aug


	Schools Presentation
	Kununurra Senior High School
	Kununurra
	n/a

	10 am
	Sat 28th Aug
	Public Workshops w Rajeswari


	TBC
	Kununurra
	info@tura.com.au

	7 pm
	Sun 29th Aug
	Public Concert


	Ivanhoe Farms
	Kununurra
	Kununurra Visitors Centre

	7.30 pm
	Tues 31st Aug
	Public Concert


	Pinctada Cable Beach


	Broome
	Visitors Centre, Pinctada, Chunes

	12 am
	Wed 1st Sept


	Schools Presentation
	Beagle Bay School
	Beagle Bay
	n/a

	10.30 am
	Thurs 2nd Sept


	Schools Presentation
	Djarindjin/Lombadina School
	Djarindjin/Lombadina
	n/a

	6.30 pm
	Thurs 2nd Sept


	Community Presentation
	Djarindjin/Lombadina Recreation Centre
	Djarindjin/Lombadina
	Sponsored Event

	1 pm
	Fri 3rd Sept


	Schools Presentation
	One Arm Point School
	One Arm Point
	n/a

	6.30 pm
	Fri 3rd Sept


	Community Concert
	One Arm Point Community Hall
	One Arm Point
	Sponsored Event

	6-7 pm
	Sun 5th Sept


	Featured Artists – Shinju Finale
	Cable Beach Amphitheatre
	Broome
	www.shinjumatsuri.com.au

	
	6th – 9th Sept


	University Masterclasses
	WAAPA@ECU and UWA
	Perth
	n/a

	8 pm
	Thurs 9th Sept
	Public Concert


	Perth Concert Hall
	Perth
	BOCS 08 9484 1144
www.bocsticketing.com.au


All enquiries to Tura New Music 08 9228 3711 or info@tura.com.au
Five Elements – The Project

Guru Kaaraikudi Mani and Adrian Sherriff have been regular collaborators since 1996 when they met in India. Guru Mani is widely acclaimed as one of the world’s leading percussionists in the South Indian Classical tradition.  Adrian Sherriff is a creative bass trombonist of international calibre and is an accomplished performer, composer and lecturer in classical, jazz, South Indian, Japanese, Balinese and electro-acoustic music.  The blending of the purity and power of Guru Mani’s classical rigour with the expansive breadth of Sherriff’s creative vision has been a key to their ongoing success as a creative team.

Since 1996  Mani and Adrian have been part of many collaborations including the AAO’s Into the Fire and regular touring around Europe, South East Asia and Australia .  In the course of this collaboration, many other Australian and Indian artists have contributed to, and become part of, this unique intercultural musical relationship.

The Five Elements project has grown from a series of creative development sessions in November 2008 between South Indian classical dancer, Rajeswari Sainath and Adrian Sherriff. The project evolved to include Indian flautist, B.V. Balasai, a regular classical concert companion of Guru Mani for fifteen years, Saxophonist Sandy Evans, with whom Rajeswari had established an instant rapport in a 2003 Melbourne Festival performance together with keyboardist Alister Spence, who has been a regular participant in collaborations with Guru Mani.

Amos Roach is the most recent contributor to this collaboration. Adrian first met Amos when they participated together in a cross-cultural collaborative project with Israeli artist Victoria Hannah for the Melbourne Festival in 2005.  He brings his skills as a didjeridu player and vocalist, his extensive experience with his father, Archie Roach, alongside many intercultural music and dance collaborations.

Five Elements (Panchabhuta) - The Work 

The exploration of the Panchabhuta (Hindu classical five elements) was chosen as the focus of the work.  One movement is devoted to each element with the addition of a prelude and a finale.  Each element/movement has a set theme on an appropriate raga and a particular beat division (from the classical set of 5 different beat subdivisions: 3, 4, 5, 7, 9).  The structure of each element/movement began with an unmetered duo between a selected soloist and the dance (with electronic accompaniment) followed by a theme presented by full group and dance and culminating in a spontaneous extrapolation of the theme between the selected soloist and dance.

Tura New Music


Tura has a twenty two year history of regional activity and, over the past seven years, of projects in remote communities. Winner of the 2006 AMC/APRA Music Awards Outstanding Contribution to Australian Music in a Regional Area for its Voices Over WA tour in 2005, and again in 2009  for the Crossing Roper Bar Tour 08
With an annual program supported by State and Federal Governments, Tura provides vital support to emerging and accomplished Australian composers, performers, organisations and audiences in Western Australia and beyond. The scope of its activities and services makes Tura unique in Australia and rare in the world. 

Tura is a not for profit company governed by a Board of Directors, Chaired by Simon Dawkins, with Artistic Director Tos Mahoney.

www.tura.com.au   08 9228 3711    info@tura.com.au
ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES
Guru Kaaraikkudi Mani
BV Balasai
Rajeswari Sainath
Adrian Sherriff
Sandy Evans
Alister Spence
Amos Roach
Guru Kaaraikkudi Mani 

[Mridangam]

· Co-Musical Director: FIVE ELEMENTS 
· Leader: Sruthi Laya Ensemble

www.karaikudirmani.com
Guru Kaaraikkudi Mani is a Mridangam player and an innovator in the field of rhythm in South Indian Classic music. A veteran of fifty years in the field of Carnatic music, he is not just a great performer but also a dedicated teacher. With a zest and passion rarely found, he has created a generation of musicians and artists to sustain his style into the next millennium. For the past nine years he has also edited and published the bimonthly magazine – ‘Layamani Layam’. 

Kaaraikkudi Mani was born on September 11th, 1945 at Karaikudi, but soon realized that his special interest lay in percussion. His gurus were Karaikudi Sri Rangu Iyengar, Sri T.R. Harihara Sarma and Sri. K.M. Vaidyanathan. His first stage performance took place when he was 8 years old in Karaikudi. Thereafter his dedication and hard work to excel in the chosen field resulted in a Karaikudi Mani Bhani style, which won the hearts of many young percussionists and musicians all over the world.

He has performed with international artists including Paul Simon, Paul Grabowsky and the Australian Art Orchestra, Euro Haemmeneimi and the Finland Naada Group, and has given many cross-cultural concerts around the world. The Australian Art Orchestra arranged his Bahudari and Ranjani compositions with jazz elements and presented it as Into the Fire. The Naada Group from Finland arranged the Behag composition again with jazz elements and released this as Twins. 

In 1986, he started a unique ensemble combining melody and percussion - Sruthi Laya. He gave importance to talavadya concerts and released many CDs including Sruthi Laya Volume I and II, Laya Chitra, Laya Priya, Pushkaram and Melodyssey. These recordings made a strong impact and have inspired many contemporary artists to release their own music.

Kaaraikkudi Mani was the pioneer in bringing Mridangam to centre stage and providing a new dimension by combining Mridangam with traditional instruments such as Thavil and Chendai. 

In 1989 his Sruthi Laya Seva school opened in Chennai. With gurujis blessing, the school now has centres in Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Chalakudi (Kerala), Melbourne, London and Germany. 

Kaaraikkudi Mani has introduced rhythm in a visual form through Bharathanatyam dance, as performed by dancer and choreographer Smt Rajeswari Sainath.

Biographies List
BV Balasai

[Flute]

· Performer/Composer

“When B.V. Balasai poured out his soul into his flute, what came forth carried his listeners into another world.” G. Jayakumar, The Hindu, 26/8/05
www.bvbalasai.com
Son of famous Indian flautist Shri B. Sudarsana Rao, Balasai has been playing flute since the age of 9; training undr the guidance and direction of Great Masters like Shri T. SanjeeviI, Shri. Sangeetham Meera Sahib, Shri. C.G. Venkatesh and Dr.Prapancham Seetharam. Though classical by temperament and training, he is also remarkably modern in his outlook and has lent his own artistic, individual and innovative style to the realm of the flute. In his dexterous hands the instrument emerges from its pastoral background to express music of unsurpassed elegance.

A versatile artiste with a fine professional record, Balasai displays the maturity, fluency and power of a veteran, inspiring confidence in the hearts of music lovers for the past 20 years. In that time he has released numerous solo, duet and fusion albums as well as composing for film and ballet including pieces for international dance companies in Canada and Singapore.

Internationally acclaimed, he has performed extensively across Europe, Australia and the United States, playing with the likes of: Shri. Palghat Raghu, Shri., Shri, Guruvayur Durai, Shri Vellore Ramabhadran and Karaikudi R. Mani – under the auspices of whom he developed a unique duet for Gottuvadym and Flute.

Biographies List
Rajeswari Sainath

[Bharatanyatam dancer]

· Director of Performing Arts: Sruthi Laya Kendra
 “…simply thrilling.” The Hindu

www.rajeswarisainath.com
Rajeswari Sainath has been performing for more that 3 and 1/2 decades is the disciple of Smt.Indira Rajan of Chennai and had advanced training by Mridangam Maestro Guru Karaikkudi Mani in the nuances and intricacies of Laya.  Rajeswari is a performer par excellence, who is known for her strict adherence to tradition while adapting to the changing contemporary scenario. She is, at once traditional in thought and modern in outlook. Her greatest strength is her versatality in handling both strictly traditional as well as modern presentation with equal dynamism. With this rare blend of virtues, Rajeswari has enthralled audiences, the world over including North America, South America, Canada,Australia,k Sweden, germany, London, South East and other Asian Countries.  Rajeswari has expanded her horizons to include fusion works. Rajeswari has collaborated with Jazz and classical artistes from the West, including the World famous Australian Art Orchestra and has presented innovative presentations, for discerning audiences.  Rajeswari has conducted Seminars and Lecture demonstrations in India and abroad. To mention a few are in ISB, Madras University/ Chennai, Telugu University/ Hyderabad, CCRT/HRD/Govt of India, Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan/ London, Monash university/ Australia, Brown University/ USA.  Her spiritual devotion and passion for dance has resulted in many ballet productions such Geetha Upadesham, Bhajare Gopalam, Shakuntala Prema Kavya, Soundarya Lahiri, etc.,  Rajeswari's strong mathematics and grammatical techniques in Laya resulted in rare thematic presentation in unusual rhythm patterns which have not been earlier attempted in Bharathanatyam.  Rajeswari is the Director of the centre for performing art Sruthilaya Kendra Natarajalaya (SLKN) founded by Mridangam Maestro Guru Karaikkudi Mani. It has got its centers in India at Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Kerala and also in Australia US and Canada. She has trained more than 500 students who inturn are spreading the culture of Bharathanatyam around the globe. She has choreographed several Ballet productions.      Recognizing her contribution to dance, she has been conferred with many awards.
Rajeswari is a double graduate in Commerce, law and a post graduate in management studies.

Biographies List
Adrian Sherriff

[Bass trombone, flute, shakuhachi, didjeridu]
· Co-Musical Director: Five elements 
· Senior lecturer Bachelor of Australian Music and Course Coordinator NMIT 

· Lecturer and tutor at the Victorian College of the Arts

Adrian Sherriff is a performer, composer, teacher and multi-instrumentalist [brass, winds, percussion and voice]. Adrian’s early experiences as the child of missionaries in West Papua led him towards a world view constructed from widely disparate cultural experiences: Anglo-Australian home life; indigenous Dani tribal local societal context; American-International schooling environment; and an Indonesian broad societal context. This broad sense of cultural perspective has subsequently informed his development as an artist.

Adrian’s musical foundations are in the study of European classical, Afro-American jazz, South Indian classical, Japanese shakuhachi and Balinese gamelan music traditions. In each of these traditions, he has studied and performed with master musicians of international calibre. Adrian has a Bachelor’s degree in trombone and flute from the Victorian College of the Arts with an Honours from Monash University in South Indian classical percussion as well as a masters from the VCA. He has also been awarded a Graduate Diploma in Education (Music). Adrian is currently studying European composition with Felix Werder, Japanese shakuhachi with Andrew MacGregor and South Indian classical music with violinist A.G.A. Gynanasundaram. He has also studied and performed with musicians from Sumatran, Latin American, North Indian and African traditions. 
Since 1995, Adrian has been a frequent performer at the Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane Arts Festivals as well as regionally throughout the eastern seaboard and across to Western Australia. Internationally, Adrian has performed throughout India, Indonesia, Singapore, Europe and in New York. His current performance projects include: Prrim, in collaboration with percussionist Tunji Beier; Byar, a Balinese gamelan quartet contracted with Musica Viva in Schools and working in collaboration with Balinese musician Made Sidia as well as a solo multi-instrumental realtime project. Adrian also leads ‘Oynsemble Melbourne’ - a fourteen piece improvising ensemble which recently premiered a work by Anita Hustas - and ‘Bone Clan’ - a jazz trombone choir which has regularly been featured in various Melbourne festivals in recent years. He is a member of the 'Australian Art Orchestra', Andrea Keller’s 'Bartok Project' and the 'Bennett’s Lane Big Band' among other groups.
Adrian’s recently completed commissions include a work for the Australian Art Orchestra with a quartet of South Indian soloists, Trimurti, and a folk opera, The Butterfly Seer, based on West Sumatra randai conventions. Previous works include the acclaimed title work, Into the Fire, works for gamelan, scores for dance/theatre collaborations including Malache for the Arena Theatre Company with Tara Rajkumar and works for classical and jazz chamber ensembles.

Biographies List
Sandy Evans

[Saxophones]

· Leader Sandy Evans Trio

· Co-Leader: Clarion Fracture Zone

www.sandyevans.com.au
"...in a few seconds Sandy Evans has established she's fully in command, with a galaxy of musical ideas” Adelaide Advertiser
Sandy Evans is recognised as one of the leading saxophonists (tenor and soprano) and composers in contemporary jazz in Australia. She leads the Sandy Evans Trio, and co-leads the internationally acclaimed Clarion Fracture Zone. She is a member of Ten Part Invention, The catholics, the Australian Art Orchestra, austraLYSIS, The Kristen Cornwell Quintet, Guy Strazzullo's Passionfruit and Kim Sanders and Friends. With percussionist Tony Lewis and koto player Satsuki Odamura, she co-leads the innovative world music trio Waratah. In 2004, together with composer Tony Gorman Sandy will launch a new 8 piece ensemble GEST8.

Sandy's composition Testimony about the life and music of Charlie Parker with poetry by the Pulitzer prize winning American poet Yusef Komunyakaa has been a highlight of her career in recent years. Testimony, commissioned originally by ABC Radio, was premiered by The Australian Art Orchestra in the Concert Hall at The Sydney Opera House for The Sydney Festival in January 2002.
Her project Sweet Freedom, a concert of Spirituals and Liberation Songs featuring Tina Harrod and Jackie Orszaczky premiered at the Sydney Opera House in 2003. A favourite collaboration is the Bronson/Evans/Robson Quintet with outstanding Sydney saxophonists Andrew Robson and Edouard Bronson.

Sandy performs regularly in Sydney for The Sydney Improvised Music Association (SIMA) at The Side On Cafe.
Sandy is an experienced teacher and heads a Jazz Improvisation Course for Young Women run by SIMA as well as teaching privately.For many years Sandy was a member of the Bulgarian folk-jazz fusion group MARA! touring with them in Europe, Canada and Australia and appearing on the ARIA Award winning CD Ruino Vino. Recently, Sandy has been playing with Kim sanders and Friends.
Sandy played in the award winning show, The Theft of Sita, touring with the company in Australia, America and Europe. This extraordinary collaboration between Balinese and Australian musicians and puppetteers was written and directed by Nigel Jamieson with music by Paul Grabowsky and I Gde Yudana.

Biographies List
Alister Spence  

[Keyboards]

· Leader Alister Spence Trio

· lecturer at UNSW University in Jazz Performance and Arranging
www.alisterspence.com
"Spence has that priceless gift of always leaving you wanting more."  Jazzwise (UK)
Alister is one of the most outstanding pianists and composers in contemporary jazz in Australia. In recent years he has devoted his energy to writing and performing with his trio, The Alister Spence Trio. This celebrated group has recorded 3 CDs of Alister's original music, Three is a Circle in 2000, Flux in 2003 and Mercury in 2006, all on Rufus Records, distributed in Australia by Universal Music. In June 2006 they embarked on a hugely successful tour of the UK and Canada, and plan to return overseas in 2008.

In 2004 the group was nominated for Best Australian Jazz Ensemble at the Melbourne International Jazz Festival. Flux was nominated for Best Jazz Album 2004 at the ARIA (Australian recording Industry) Awards.The trio was also featured on the A.B.C TV documentary series on Australian jazz called The Pulse in 2001.Three is a Circle was released in Japan in January 2003 on the Earth Spirit Label

As well as this Alister co-leads internationally acclaimed group Clarion Fracture Zone. He is a member of  Wanderlust and The Australian Art Orchestra (AAO). Alister’s playing is featured on more than 30 CDs, several of which have won ARIA Awards. Over the years he has played with many of the finest musicians in Australia including Bernie McGann, Sandy Evans, Don Burrows, Dale Barlow, Peter O’Mara, Tony Buck and Phillip Slater, and overseas artists including Mark Helias (US), Andy Sheppard (UK), and Phillip Johnston (US).

Alister has toured extensively in Europe and Asia with Clarion Fracture Zone, Wanderlust and AAO, and has performed for radio broadcasts for ABC, BBC, and WDR (Germany).His talents as a writer have been well recognised with several compositions featuring on Bernie McGann’s 2001 Aria winning CD Bundeena. He has also been commissioned to write for Wanderlust, The Australian Art Orchestra and Ten Part Invention with his work being featured on Passion (ABC Classics) by the Australian Art Orchestra and all of Wanderlust’s and Clarion Fracture Zones CDs.

In more recent times Alister has composed music for film, collaborating often with film director Ivan Sen. Together they wrote and recorded the soundtrack to Ivan’s first feature film, Beneath Clouds, which was first screened in June 2002. The score for ‘Beneath Clouds’ was nominated for the Best Score at The Film Critics Awards, and the Australian Film Industry Awards 2002. 

He is a graduate of the Jazz Studies course at the NSW Conservatorium and has studied in New York with Cedar Walton and Andy La Verne, and also Mulgrew Miller (USA) and Benny Green (USA). Alister lectures  at UNSW University in Jazz Performance and Arranging

Amos Roach

[Didjeridu]
“Roach is a splendid player, producing a wealth of sounds that summoned up the spirit of the bush and its denizens with extraordinary inventiveness.”   Clive O’Connell, The Age

Amos Roach has been performing on stage since he was eight years old. His debut performance was playing keyboards for Paul Kelly alongside his father, Archie Roach at a concert in Adelaide. By eleven years he was playing keyboards for ‘Altogether’, a Melbourne based band started by Archie Roach and Amos’ mum, Ruby Hunter. 

At ten years of age Amos was dancing and playing didjeridu (Yidaki). Over the years Amos has formed traditional dance groups both in Victoria and South Australia and performed at many cultural festivals and shows around Australia and overseas.

Amos has successfully carved an extremely professional reputation within the cultural performing arts industry both nationally and internationally. He is best recognised and known for his powerful onstage presence, dance abdication to sound, colour, movement and emotions. 

His other skills include, music tuition (yidaki / clap-stick / rhythms) dance tuition (depictions of the traditional styles). 

Cultural origins: Father’s: Bundjalung/Gunditjmara, Mother’s: Ngarrindjeri/ Kokatha / Pitjatjantjarra

 Biographies List

