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 CALENDAR of EVENTS  

26 April Trent White 6:00pm (early start) 

 3 May DAVE SAMUELS (USA)  8:00pm 

10 May Freddie Grigson Quartet Kicks up a Storm! 8:00pm 

17 May Oz Big Band 8:00pm 

24 May Helen Matthews and Ray Walker CD Launch 8:00pm 
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            In association with the Melbourne Inter national Jazz Festival     (See page 2)  
 
 

TRENT WHITE – The New Singer on the Block 

Monday 26 April 2010 @ 6pm (NOTE: early start time) 

Admission: Members $10  PJS Student Members $5  Non-members $15 
 

PREPARE yourself for an entertaining evening with this slick young 
crooner. Tonight will be young jazz vocalist, Trent White’s debut 
performance at the PJS and he’s looking forward to presenting a 
memorable showcase of some of the most loved jazz standards as 
well as lesser known treasures from the Great American Songbook. 
 
Trent has quickly established himself as a promising newcomer to the 
genre having already performed with Hip Mo Toast, Perth Jazz 
Orchestra, Graham Wood, Carl Mackey, Ray Walker and the WAAPA 
Big Band. His swinging style will be complimented by the 
incomparable jazz guitarist, Freddie Grigson, along with the rhythmic 
young guns Djuna Lee, bass and Garo Tanzi on drums. 
 
This will be hard swingin’ action so take this opportunity to hear some 
great music by an exciting young singer. 
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DAVE SAMUELS (USA) 

Monday 3 May 2010 @ 8pm 

Admission: Members $16  PJS Student Members $10  Non-members $25 
 
 

 
 

TWO times Grammy Award winner, Dave Samuels 
has established himself as the top mallet player of  
his generation. 
 

He is recognized for his fresh new sound and creative 
approach to both the vibraphone and marimba.  
 

Dave Samuels has demonstrated his versatility and 
gained world wide recognition from his longtime 
association with Spyro Gyra, an association that 
lasted from 1977 to 1994 and included 20 recordings. 
During that time, the Grammy-nominated group was 
named the Number One Contemporary Jazz Artist 
and Contemporary Jazz Group of the ´80s by 
Billboard Magazine. 
 

With a unique sound and musicality, Samuels is 
always in demand. He has recorded and performed 
with a broad scope of artists over the years - ranging 
from John Scofield, Gerry Mulligan, Paquito D’Rivera, 
Oscar Peterson, Chet Baker, Stan Getz, Carla Bley 
and Pat Metheny to the Yellowjackets, Bruce 
Hornsby, Frank Zappa, The Fantasy Band and Spyro 
Gyra. 
 

For over a decade, Samuels has been performing 
and recording with his group The Caribbean Jazz 
Project, whose most recent CD ‘Afro Bop Alliance’ 
serves notice that the CJP is the most thoroughly 
inventive Latin Jazz ensemble of this or any era, 
confirmed when it recently received the 2008 Latin 
Grammy Award. Along with numerous Grammy 
nominations, Dave Samuels has been voted “Best 
Vibes Player” in both Jazziz and Modern Drummer 
magazines  
 

Tonight, Samuels will be performing on both 
vibraphone and marimba along with special guests 
Simon Jeans (guitar), Chris Tarr (drums) and Paul 
Pooley on bass. 
For more visit www.dsamuels.com  
 

 

Dave Samuels is sponsored by Yamaha and Malletech. 
 
 

FREDDIE GRIGSON QUARTET KICKS UP A STORM! 

Monday 10 May 2010 @ 8pm 

Admission: Members $10  PJS Student Members $5  Non-members $15 
 

Freddie’s show on ‘Stormy Monday’ (22 March) was ca ncelled 
when Perth was inundated with ‘golf-ball’ hail and flooding. But 
tonight he’s playing, rain, hail or shine!  
 

ONE of Australia’s finest guitarists, Freddie Grigson will be 
performing with a trio of young Titans this evening: Sean Phillips 
(drummer), Karl Florisson (bassist) and on piano, Tal Cohen.  
Freddie has worked with numerous jazz luminaries throughout the 
years and is currently lecturing at the Jazz Department at WAAPA.  
His seminal CD, Blue Zone that was recorded a few years ago, still 
packs a punch, as do his live performances.  
 

Freddie's extensive influences range from jazz greats such as 
Charlie Parker, Sonny Rollins and Jim Hall to contemporary masters 
like Pat Martino, John Scofield and John Abercombie. He is an 
excellent example of the consummate musician – ‘taste, chops and 
imagination.’ 
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OZ BIG BAND 

Monday 17 May 2010 @ 8pm 

Admission: Members $10  PJS Student Members $5  Non-members $15 
 
THIS will be the premiere performance of the Oz Big Band at the Perth 
Jazz Society; it has been a long time coming but will be well worth it. 
What could be better than the irresistible sounds of a standard 17 piece 
big band ensemble playing music from that classic era of the 1930s 
and 1940s from the likes of, Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Duke 
Ellington, Benny Goodman, Count Basie and many more.  
 
The Oz Big Band is comprised of five saxophones, four trumpets, four 
trombones and a four piece rhythm section and if that’s not enough, 
there is the extra bonus of three male and three female vocalists (so 
that makes 20 all up) to create an everlasting  swinging experience. 
 
If you are into the big band era you will be in heaven. Get down to the 
Charles, preferably with a few friends to enjoy this special occasion. 
 
 

HELEN MATTHEWS AND RAY WALKER CD LAUNCH – ‘ A Slight Diversion’  

Monday 24 May 2010 @ 8pm 

Admission: Members $10  PJS Student Members $5  Non-members $15 
 

RAY Walker and Helen Matthews go ‘way back’- 
from the early days of live-to-air television at 
Channel 7 where they appeared as youngsters on 
Club Seventeen and Teenbeat. Their paths crossed 
throughout the years, from the ‘sit ins’ on Sunday 
nights at The Hole in the Wall to the occasional 
studio recordings when WA had a flourishing 
advertising industry. 
 

        
                                                        Photo by Angelyne Wolfe 
 

However, it was the late seventies that cemented 
their musical partnership at the Sunday sessions at 
the Highway Hotel in Claremont – ironically now a 
medical centre! A session that, within three months, 
had queues around the corner, and where patrons 
sat quietly and hung on every chord.  
 
The group was called ‘A Slight Diversion’ with 
bassist Brian Bursey (who also played electric bass 
and cello) and a young percussionist who played in 
the band Manteca, Gary Ridge, now living in Rio de 
Janeiro. Although so far away, Gary’s drumming is 
on three of the tracks on this new CD, entitled ‘A 
Slight Diversion’, made possible through the 
wonders of a laptop computer and 21st technology.  
 
This recording project is a walkway of songs of 
beauty and sometimes pathos of swing and bossa 
nova and with a touch of humour.  
 
Ray and Helen are delighted to have as their guests 
for the evening: Jessica Gethin, violin, Sophie 
Walker, cello, Karl Florrison, bass, Garry Howard, 
drums/percussion and the witty and vivacious, Ali 
Bodycoat as presenter for the evening. 
 
Don’t miss this partnership between WA’s ‘First 
Lady’ of jazz and Perth’s premier jazz guitarist. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE FUN 
Want to meet musicians? Do you have some ideas? Like being part of a group? Want to give to the jazz community? Perth Jazz 
Society is looking for people who would like to join the team to plan for the future and to assist with the society and running of 
concerts on Monday evenings.  
To find out more, ring Anita on 9227 8390 or David on 9284 2578, or email admin@perthjazzsociety.com  
 

NEW  -  FACEBOOK 
Look up Perth Jazz Society on facebook and become a fan for regular performance information. 
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VALE DON THURTLE 

 
I met Don at the South of 
Perth Yacht Club when he 
first joined in 1975. I realized 
he was a great guy to make 
friends with, and in addition 
to his interest in sailing, I 
discovered he was a good 
golfer, and I was hopeless! 
We used to play at Point 
Walter every Saturday 
morning, come rain or shine. 
However, on this occasion 
we were rained off, so we 
hung around until midday, 
and it still rained! 

At PJS 35 th Anniversary 
 
Now, I had discovered that Don and I shared an interest 
in jazz, and it just so happened I had previously gone to 
a jazz festival in Hyde Park, and I raved on to him about 
a wonderful jazz singer I had seen performing, by the 
name of Helen Matthews. As luck would have it, I knew 
she was performing at the Dianella Hotel that afternoon, 
“Right said Don, bugger the golf, let’s go to Dianella.” 
 

I had better explain that I had already joined the PJS 
and had attended some wonderful gigs, and so I 
suggested to Don he should be my guest the following 
Monday. 
 

He was absolutely hooked on the place and like me, 
enjoyed the variety of talent which came from all over 
the world as well as locally. Little did I realise then that 
he would become so involved and committed, resulting 
in his election to the committee where he took over the 
important position of membership, which he performed 
conscientiously, and with enthusiasm for many years; at 
a calculated guess, at least 20 years, for which he was 
made deservedly a Life Member. 
Don was a people person, and was accepted as a good 
friend by old and young alike, particularly the young 
musicians he came into contact with. 
 

He trained as an RAF pilot towards the end of war, but 
having crashed a Tiger Moth whilst training in Rhodesia, 
as it was then called, told me it was fortuitous the war 
had just finished for him, and for the tax-payers! 
 

After being de-mobbed, at the end of hostilities, he 
studied to become a Chartered Accountant and worked 
in London and the West Indies eventually migrating to 
Western Australia in the sixties with his wife and family.  
 

He will be sadly missed by his wife Jean, sons Simon, 
Richard, Thomas and step-daughter Robyn, daughters-
in-law and several grand children. And of course his 
many friends he made at the PJS. 
 

One thing is certain, if he has any chance of chatting to 
the harp players ‘up there’, they will be asked to ‘swing 
it!’ 
 

Your old friend, 
Graham Edwards 
        ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Don’s enthusiasm didn’t stop with retirement – I met him 
several years ago in my role as Front of House Manager 
at PJS – and we would always have a chat about Life, 
the Universe and the PJS. With his extra time, he 
decided to take the opportunity to study a passion of his 
– Philosophy - so this was added to his weekly 
repertoire.  
 

After completing his philosophy course he attended 
regular meetings to discuss literature and philosophical 
writings. Then, come Monday nights at the PJS, we 
would listen to Don’s views on life in general and more 
specifically his views on the quality of the jazz in 
progress. Sometimes we would agree, and sometimes 
not, however those sessions were always entertaining 
and he was much loved by all of us. 
 

Thanks for all your Monday chats, friendly advice and 
worldly experience Don – we will miss you so much. 
 

Anita Verne 
 
 

WHO’S RUNNING THE SHOW 
 
PJS CONTACTS: 
 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR - Helen Matthews  
program@perthjazzsociety.com.au 
 
ADMINISTRATOR - David Collins  92842578 
admin@perthjazzsociety.com 
 
PRESIDENT - Trevor Knox   0402 029 608 
 
INTERIM TREASURER - Steve Filmer   
accounts@perthjazzsociety.com   
 
PRODUCTION - Al Biggin  0407 993 642 
 
Newsletter Editing Team  – Anita Verne, Helen Matthews, 
David Collins 
 

Photographer  – Angelyne Wolfe 
angelyne.wolfe@gmail.com 

PERTH JAZZ SOCIETY 
PO Box 822  
Claremont  WA  6910 
Email: admin@perthjazzsociety.com 
Website: www.perthjazzsociety.com 
  
 
OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Vice President & Front of House - Anita Verne  
Secretary - Puano Lee   
Assistant Treasurer - Janet Howlett 
Membership - David Coulter 
Minutes Secretary - Holly Beattie  
Student Representative - Marc Osborne 
Musician Representative - Johannes Luebbers 
Musician Representative - Ryan Long  
 
 
THE CHARLES HOTEL     9444 1051 
 

 


